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Fusion Festival of Joy Micro Commission 2024

Art form : Digital media
Application deadline: Monday 21st October 2024 -5 pm
Commission period: 28th October to 2nd December 2024

Location: Barnsley borough - The successful applicant must live or have strong connections to
Barnsley or the surrounding South Yorkshire area

Fee: £5,000 (inclusive of artist fees, planning, materials, expenses, evaluation and VAT)

Fusion’s Festival of Joy is delivered in partnership with Barnsley’s Children’s Services and funded by Arts
Council England, Barnsley Museums and Heritage Trust and Barnsley Council. The Festival which runs
from June-November 2024, celebrates the creative talents of Barnsley’s Children and Young people and
shines a spotlight on the fantastic events being delivered by Fusion partners across the borough,
promoting the value of arts, culture and creativity. Fusion is committed to giving everyone equal access
to creative events and opportunities, regardless of where they live or their background, celebrating the
diversity that exists within our society.

A young people’s steering group is shaping commissions for the festival and contributing to the
co-production of events, helping to ensure festival content meets the needs of children and young
people across the borough.

The project - A Barnsley Christmas Eve Carol

Whilst searching for newspaper articles about the opening of Barnsley Town Hall, Barnsley Museum’s
Digital Engagement Curator Michael Hardy discovered an archive gem; a carol written by Barnsley
resident Arthur Godfrey which was published in the Barnsley Chronicle on the 23 December 1933. The
carol is called ‘Christmas Eve’ and is inspired by the Christmas Bell chimes which are traditionally rung by
some churches at midnight on Christmas Eve. As with the earlier South Yorkshire carol writers, Arthur
Godfrey was also not a professional musician. The 1911 census shows that he worked as a glass bottle
neck maker at a mineral water works. He was born around 1873 in Barnsley and in 1911 he was living in
a small, terraced house off Pontefract Road with his wife Jane and their four children.



After 90 years Arthur Godfrey’s carol has been shared with Barnsley and the wider world and we want to
celebrate it in Barnsley schools, community choirs and the general public who will be invited to sing the
carol. Barnsley school children will be invited to sing the carol and this is where this commission comes
in.

There’s more about the carol, and links to the different recordings on our blog -
https://barnsleymuseums.art.blog/2023/12/12/a-barnsley-christmas-eve-carol-1933

Listen to the Barnsley Christmas Eve Carol here on Youtube

The Brief

We are looking for an exceptional digital media artist to produce an inclusive short film celebrating the
carol which is intriguing, lively and atmospheric or contains a storyline that provides a modern
interpretation of the carol. This could be by using digital mediums such as animation, illustration,
cartoons or anime for example.

The film should include content produced by children and young people from a primary school and
secondary school — this could be artwork, performance or their creative response to the carol. The
groups have already been recruited and contact will be provided by Fusion so that the artist can visit the
school to work with the children and young people to gather content.

The film will be shared in schools, on different social media platforms and on YouTube. The film may also
be shown as part of Barnsley Museum’s Christmas advent calendar.

Festival of Joy’s Barnsley Youth Panel

The plans for this commission have been developed together with members of the Festival of Joy youth
panel (comprising children and young people from across the borough) who will also be involved in our
selection process. Please follow the application guidelines carefully so we have the right information for
our Youth team.

The Festival’s Youth Panel have selected the art form of digital media for this commission with the
possibility that this could include for example live filming transformed into cartoon, anime or
illustration styles etc.

The panel have requested a short film of 3 minutes to match the length of the carol as well as a
short version for social media. Their ideas among other suggestions - which we will discuss with the
successful artist — are please don’t use Al or memes and not to be too relatable so it can be inclusive

to everyone. Oh, and they all love the idea of twinkling lights and a snow machine somewhere.

BUDGET


https://barnsleymuseums.art.blog/2023/12/12/a-barnsley-christmas-eve-carol-1933/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=orlqLBPFnxk

The budget available for this commission is £5,000.
The budget is inclusive of artist time, workshop delivery, materials, travel, expenses, evaluation and VAT.
There will be no further funds on top of the £5,000 commission.

ESSENTIAL CRITERIA

e The successful applicant must live in Barnsley or the surrounding South Yorkshire area

® You must include time to complete Fusion’s Festival of Joy evaluation with the
Fusion team

e We welcome applications from artists of all backgrounds and encourage
applications from under-represented groups including global majorities and
LGBTQ+ communities within Barnsley’s cultural landscape

e We also welcome applications from young and emerging artists

e Freelance artists, companies, collectives or partnerships may apply

e You must have a Current DBS check

e You must hold Public Liability insurance and employers’ liability where appropriate with a
minimum level cover of £5m

SUPPORT

Application process - If you have any questions or need support with completing your application,
please contact us at festivalofjoybarnsley@gmail.com.

The successful applicant will have:

® Access to mentor support from our Festival of Joy Creative Producer to guide you through
the commission process
@ School sessions planned with Festival of Joy Producer - in line with your commitments.

TIMESCALES

The deadline for responding to this commission is 5pm Monday 21st October.
The commission must be created by 2nd December.

SELECTION PROCESS

The commissions will be selected by members of the Fusion’s youth steering group, Barnsley Libraries
and Fusions Festival Creative Producer. The panel will be looking for a range of different types of
art/creative responses, a good geographical spread across the borough, and for the artist or creative to
live or work within the region.

HOW TO APPLY



To apply, please send a project proposal to_festivalofjoybarnsley@gmail.com by 5pm Monday 21st
October. You may apply in the first part with any format you find appropriate to express your ideas.

Documents - Your total Information must be no more than 1 page of A4

Videos - Must be no longer than 2 minutes long - If you are submitting your video in BSL,
please include captions in English.

Your document or video must include:

e A brief introduction to you, your collective, partnership or company
An explanation of your ideas

® Any technical information explaining how you will work any potential logistical issues filming in
schools and the equipment you have or would need.

You must include the following as a document

e A brief 150 word paragraph to express your idea - please note - this will be shared with our
Young People's panel so please use appropriate wording and explain any jargon or technical
language with a footer added to the bottom of your paragraph

1 additional page of supporting images in PDF format

A budget sheet to include - artist fees, materials, sundries, travel or any other relevant costs.

Your CV - please email this to_festivalofjoybarnsley@gmail.com

Confirmation you hold the relevant insurance and DBS check

2 references not related to you including email and phone number contact details

Accessibility is important to us. If you would like support to apply, please get in touch
at: festivalofjoybarnsley@gmail.com

If you have any questions or would like an informal chat before submitting your application, please
contact us: festivalofjoybarnsley@gmail.com

We look forward to hearing from you!
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