
Days of Joy Consultation Report

Project Description
Days of Joy was a new arts engagement and youth voice project co-created with children and
young people from across Barnsley at a crucial moment in their lives and a globally significant
time.

Through a consultation period this project provided an opportunity to discover what children and
young people from Barnsley want from their local arts and cultural organisations. In direct
response to the consultation a number of workshops were designed and delivered to children
and young people providing opportunities for them to explore arts activities and develop skills.

By consulting the young people of Barnsley directly before planning the activity on their behalf
provided an opportunity for them to have their say, feel valued and feel like they belong to their
community.

“I got to choose!”
Y5 student

Summary of Activity
Days of Joy began with a variety of drop in sessions, visits to regular youth groups and
consultation workshops in schools to find out what arts and cultural activities the young people
of Barnsley would like to see in their town and surrounding area. Using co-creating
methodologies and collaborative activities children and young people were introduced to a
variety of different arts based practices and find out what artistic skills they would like to
develop.

Over 215 children, young people and their parents actively took part and contributed to these
findings. We employed an additional Freelance artists to help deliver the consultation period and
delivered 8 half day workshops in the following locations;
- DMC Barnsley (Drop In Sessions)
- Darton Academy with Barnsley Youth Theatre
- Barnsley Library
- King Oaks Primary Learning Centre, Primary School in Wombwell
- Hoyland Springfield Primary School, Primary School in Hoyland
- Hoyland Common Primary School, Primary School in Hoyland



In direct response to the consultation period a project plan was developed to match 3 Artists to
the 3 Partner Schools to deliver 9 x  half day workshops with the aim to create 4 final artworks.
These workshops engaged children and young people in arts and culture activities to develop
their arts based skills and nurture transferable skills such as confidence building, teamwork,
planning and problem solving.

Each workshop introduced the participants to a new art form, giving them the opportunity to
experience taking part in this art for the first time.

- King Oaks Primary Learning Centre (Mask Making and Mask Performing)
- Hoyland Springfield Primary School (Stain Glass Windows and Shield Creations using Fine Art
Skills)
- Hoyland Common Primary School (Character Creating and Instrument Design)

“I've never done anything like this (mask theatre) before”
Y6 student

“We absolutely LOVED taking part in the project and the children got so much out of it”
Y6 teacher & Deputy Head

In addition, 5 Barnsley schools took part in a Kite Making Experience using materials that had
been directly funded through this project, providing an opportunity for more children to access
the arts, develop skills and take part in a new arts activity. These schools included;

- Wombwell Park Street Primary - Y6s and Nursery
- Hoyland Springwood - whole school
- Sandhill Primary School
- The Ellis CofE Primary School
- High View Primary Learning Centre - FS1, FS2 and Y5

“Never give up – make improvements and keep flying.”
Kite Making Student

Once the artwork had been created, an exhibition of photographs of the artwork toured 6
different locations in Barnsley including  Kings Oak Primary Learning Centre, Hoyland Common
Primary School, Hoyland Springwood Primary School, Hoyland Library, Wombwell Library with
an invitation to display it at Barnsley Library @the Lightbox in the near future. Within these
locations over 3000 audience members made up of school children, teaching staff, parents and
visitors have experienced the exhibition. The timing of the exhibition was able to coincide with a
number of end of school events which added to the number of audience members in each
school. Being able to exhibit the work in hyper local places has also reduced the barriers of
engagement, providing an opportunity for many of the audience members to experience the
exhibition without having to travel.



Numbers of Engagement

Number of Artists Employed - 8
Number of Artists Days - 58
Number of people who attended/benefited from live activity - 3232
Number of Workshop Participants - 732
Live Audience Numbers - 2500
Number of people who gained new skills as part of the project  - 732

Challenges
The main challenge was fitting the programme into a busy summer schedule both in schools
and in the community.  Each school had planned their year with a very busy schedule during the
months the project was identified to run (April, May, June) including school trips, sporting events
and tournaments, and other end of year activity. A further challenge working within schools
during this time was Y6 SATs. Two schools had identified their Y6 classes to be involved which
meant that neither the consultation nor the delivery in those schools could begin until after the
exams had finished in May. We had to amend our timetable slightly, pushing back the exhibition
to late June and July. This happily coincided with a number of end of term concerts and
performances where footfall at each school was significantly higher than other weeks, resulting
in higher school audience numbers.

The drop in consultation in the community was carried out during school holidays, which also
doubled up as opportunities for children to explore creative activities in their holiday time. This
also coincided with a number of other events and activities taking place across the area and so
we ended up competing for participants. On reflection there has been a larger number of events
taking place this year during this period than in other recent years. This has been due to a
number of factors including rescheduled events, other Jubilee Celebrations and Events and
Covid restriction easing. This was an unavoidable situation due to the funding restriction.

Key Learning

The evaluation of this project has uncovered some key learning about the
arts in Barnsley, which have been broken down into the following
evaluation questions;

- What arts and cultural activities do children and young people of Barnsley and their families
want to see available in their town?

First and foremost this project has allowed us to tap into finding out what it is young people from
Barnsley want from their local arts and cultural organisations. As expected this has been



different for every young person we have spoken to and covers a wide variety of arts based
activities. However, the key finding has been that they want the space to explore different
activities, with many young people mentioning that they would like to be able to access regular
clubs that cater for a wide range of activities to try before picking one to develop.

Another recurring theme is digital arts, such as computer game designing, programming,
learning and developing digital skills and gaming clubs. Young people are interested to be
involved in workshops that deliver content in this area.

Further suggestions from children and young people included non traditional arts activities
including Graphic Novel design, Puppet Making, Sewing and activities being held outside.

- Do young people and their families feel their local area has an adequate variety of arts and
cultural activities available to them?

A large number of children already access a variety of traditional arts based activities in their
local areas including dance, music and theatre workshops and classes. However, many didn’t
know where to look to find other activities, or if other activities were available in their local area.
A number of parents we spoke to said that they would come into the centre of town to take part
in creative activities, meaning they had to travel as they didn’t think there was anything on offer
in their local area.

Again at least 50% of the parents we spoke to said that their local area didn’t cater for their
Child’s age range, but instead concentrated on groups for under 5s and pre-school.

- What factors are stopping children and young people and their families from engaging in arts
and cultural activities in Barnsley?

Some of the older young people we spoke to highlighted that money and distance can cause a
barrier for them to access activities, as they have to rely on their parents and guardians for
monetary contributions, fees and transport.

Many parents mentioned that they found it difficult to find out about activities and didn’t know of
a central place they could look to view all activities happening on a certain date. They said they
relied on one or two organisations such as the Library Services and Barnsley Museums, going
directly to their websites to find activities. Four separate parents also explained that sometimes
they go into the town centre to see if there is an activity available for them to access.

The majority of the children we spoke to in the school setting consultation didn’t know what
activities were available to them, admitting that they relied on their parents to tell them about
activities.

Finally, another recurring theme was that parents found activities they had accessed in the past
too rigid and inflexible. One mother spoke at length about the difference in age of her two



children (aged 6 and 3) and finding an activity they could both get involved in was very difficult.
She explained that her younger child quite often ended up disturbing an activity because it
wasn’t suitable for his age group, or she had to keep him occupied whilst her oldest took part.
Other parents expressed an interest in accessing relaxed sessions that could cater for a mixture
of ages at the same time.

Next Steps
From analysing the research gathered during this programme the following recommendations
are suggested as ‘Next Steps’

- Begin open conversations and think-ins with Fusion wide partners exploring these
findings, examining barriers to access and engagement and identifying any gaps that
children and young people have highlighted.

- Explore funding opportunities and potential partnerships to host ‘Taster Sessions’ or
regular clubs where children and young people can explore different art based practices

- Explore a central digital platform that can host all the activities on offer in the region.
- Inspire organisations to carry out their own youth consultation activities.

The benefits of this project will not end with the delivery of the programme, but will be used to
inspire and inform future projects in the local area. Although these findings represent a small
cross section of the region the methodology used to gather this research has put the children
and young people and their families at the centre, therefore providing honest reflections of their
experiences within the area.


