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Dear Teacher  

Thank you for being part of this exciting project!  
 
Fusion and the Eldon Street High Street Heritage Action Zone project, the HSHAZ, are giving 
children and young people in schools across the Borough the chance to take part in a 
competition to get their poetry featured alongside that of Simon Armitage, the Poet 
Laureate, in a new publication and during a performance in Barnsley in September.                              

 

Taking part couldn’t be simpler… just watch this short film that features Simon Armitage 

reading ‘Unnatural History’ with your class, follow the instructions below and use the 

resources we’ve provided at the back of this pack to inspire you.   

 https://youtu.be/hUTSm2nUQjc 

 

Eldon Street poetry 

competition film 

Introduction to the Eldon Street schools 

poetry competition with Simon Armitage. 

June 2022. Part of the Eldon Street High 

Street Heritage Action Zone (HSHAZ)... 

youtu.be 

 

An amazing opportunity for your school… 

The Eldon Street High Street Heritage Action Zone (HSHAZ) is helping to breathe new life back 

in Eldon Street by doing up its beautiful old buildings and celebrating the stories that make 

this street so special.  

Eldon Street is one of Barnsley’s most important historic high streets. It was built in 1840 and 

quickly became home to houses, shops, theatres, a railways station and even a circus! Lots of 

grand buildings were made – including a beautiful Victorian Arcade. Many of these are still 

there today, although their uses have changed.  

Simon Armitage is working with the HSHAZ on a project called ‘Barnsley, an unnatural history’ 

inspired by the animal stories of Eldon Street, real and mythical and this is the chance for 

children and young people across Barnsley to get involved.  

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/hUTSm2nUQjc
https://youtu.be/hUTSm2nUQjc
https://youtu.be/hUTSm2nUQjc
https://youtu.be/hUTSm2nUQjc
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What we want you to do  

Simon has written a poem (featured in the film and printed in this pack) about meeting a two-

headed lamb on Eldon Street. This was inspired by a visit to Cawthorne Museum, where a lot 

of the exhibits from the Eldon Street museum were taken after it closed.  

We want your students to write a poem about an animal encounter on Eldon 

Street or in the Victorian Arcade.                

The animal could be real, or 

mythical. It could be connected to 

Eldon Street’s history, or completely 

made up.  

Think about what the animal might 

have seen, smelt or encountered, 

how might it have felt, what might 

have happened to it?  

We’ve provided some resources to 

help inspire!  

 
 
 

Eldon St, 1920s 

 
Who can enter and how? 
 

At primary level, the competition is open to all year 5 children. At secondary, it’s open to all 

year groups.  

Schools will need to choose the best 10 entries, scan and email them back to 

Learning@barnsley.gov.uk by the 12th July 2022. 

What happens next?  

A panel of experts including Eloise Unerman, Barnsley’s Poet Laureate and Barnsley poet, Ian 

McMillan, will select their favourite works from all the entries sent in and if any of your students’ work 

is chosen you will receive an email notifying you around July 21st before you break up.  

 
Good luck! 

 
  

mailto:Learning@barnsley.gov.uk
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Some resources to inspire you 
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Here’s a film featuring Simon talking about the HSHAZ project 

https://youtu.be/2Q7EiQA6W4c  

You can find lots of resources about the project here including films, a virtual tour and 

blogs 

https://www.barnsley-museums.com/projects/eldon-street-high-street-heritage-action-

zone 

Here are some inspiring images and archive documents  

• This is a film clip of a pantomime dragon at the Civic in the 1960s - 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WaEtXRywwCY (dragon starts at 13min) 

• Attached is a newspaper article describing exhibits in the natural history museum in 

1912.  

Eldon Street animal connections 

Eldon Street has lots of animal connections. There used to be a circus on Eldon Street with 

acrobats and other performers all riding horses in a huge ring illuminated by a thousand 

gaslights. When other circuses came to town, the animals often came by train and paraded 

across Eldon Street and up Regent Street to the town hall to advertise the show.  

The markets were close by and there were cattle and sheep auctions in the yards off Eldon 

Street. The theatres hosted performances featuring trained dogs, pantomime dragons, and 

even real sea lions! There was a natural history museum on the top floor of the Civic on Eldon 

Street, with a stuffed crocodile, a whale jawbone and hundreds of stuffed birds, fish and 

insects on display in glass cases.  

The museum was hidden away at the top of a narrow staircase – just getting there was an 

adventure! In the 1970s, Jonah the Barnsley Whale came to town and was displayed on a lorry 

at the end of Eldon Street. Some of the buildings even have carved animals on them, including 

four cheeky lions and two stern-looking eagles on the Queens Hotel.  

 
 
  

https://youtu.be/2Q7EiQA6W4c
https://www.barnsley-museums.com/projects/eldon-street-high-street-heritage-action-zone
https://www.barnsley-museums.com/projects/eldon-street-high-street-heritage-action-zone
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WaEtXRywwCY
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Billy Smart’s Circus elephants at the top of Regent Street in the 1950s. The animals were brought to 

Barnsley by train, arriving on Eldon Street. 

 

Performance of Dorothy at the Public Hall on Eldon Street in the 1890s featuring dogs in the cast! 
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Cheeky lion sticking his tongue out on the Queens Hotel, Eldon Street 

 

Advert for Miss Juliet and her school of performing sea lions on Eldon Street in 1911 at the Empire 

Palace on Eldon Street (now the Parkway Cinema).  
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The Barnsley Whale on the Court House carpark (at the end of Eldon Street) in 1970 

 

Flock of sheep on the corner of Eldon Street and Midland Street (passing the Sleep Shop) in the 1950s  
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Barnsley Naturalist Museum, shortly after it had moved from Eldon Street to St. Mary’s Place in 1911. 

The crocodile hanging from the roof is now in Cawthorne Museum, along with many of the birds in 

glass cases.  


